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RESUMEN 

 

FACTORES QUE INCIDEN EN EL NO RECONOCIMIENTO Y DOMINIO DE 

FONÉMAS VOCÁLICAS DE ACUERDO AL IPA.  

 

El presente trabajo tiene como objetivo mostrar los diferentes factores que dificultan en los 

estudiantes de los colegios la pronunciación del idioma inglés, es decir llevar acabo un 

balance en la forma en que se enseña la pronunciación del idioma ya que algunos 

estudiantes no cuentan con el suficiente conocimiento sobre los fonemas vocálicos según el 

IPA. Con la investigación realizada de revistas científicas, libros y páginas web se muestra 

la recopilación de información dirigida con mayor interés a los docentes de las diferentes 

instituciones educativas para que de esta manera conozcan los factores que condicionan y 

perfeccionan la correcta pronunciación. Además, tomar en cuanta cuales son las debilidades 

que los alumnos suelen tener o las carencias que se pueden presenciar en las clases de tal 

manera que el docente pueda considerar metodologías y estrategias idóneas con el fin de 

llegar a los estudiantes de forma acertada logrando alcanzar fluidez en el habla de la lengua 

inglesa con una buena pronunciación y a su vez una mejor comunicación en inglés. 

 

Palabras claves: vocales, fonética, pronunciación, inglés, estudiante. 
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ABSTRACT 

 

FACTORS THAT INCIDE IN THE NON RECOGNITION AND MANAGEMENT OF 

VOWELS PHONEMES ACCORDING TO IPA. 

The present work aims to show the different factors that make it difficult for students of 

schools to pronounce the English language, that is, to carry out a balance in the way in 

which the language is taught, since some students do not have enough knowledge about 

vowel phonemes according to IPA. With the research carried out in scientific journals, 

books and web pages, the compilation of information of more relevant interest to the 

teachers of the different educational institutions is shown; so that they can know the factors 

that condition the correct pronunciation. In addition, to take into account what  weaknesses  

students usually have,  the deficiencies that can be witnessed in classes so that the teacher 

can consider more appropriate methodologies and strategies in order to teach students in a 

successful way for them to achieve occur+ate utterances when  speaking and 

communicating in the English language with intelligible pronunciation.  

 

Key words: vowels, phonetics, pronunciation, English, student. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The English language is considered as one of the most widely spoken languages in the 

world. Therefore, in each educational institution, the teaching of this language is required 

so that students can master this language which is recognized in each of the stages of life. 

Whether in business, to meet new people and start a conversation, third level studies abroad 

and the most usual where we can find this language is on the internet, since all relevant 

information we want to get we will find mostly in English, being this universal language, 

regardless of where that information that is being researched.  

There is a deficit in the correct pronunciation of the English language in the students of 

schools, in certain cases the English teachers themselves do not do it in the proper way and 

this is because the teachers do not adapt classes focusing on that the pronunciation of the 

language is fundamental within each class, but the teaching of phonetics is applied in what 

remains on time after some of the activities that have been prepared to play in the 

classroom, putting as a central axis other skills of English or in some cases the teacher 

focuses only on carry out their planning without going into detail in the small things that 

are fundamental in the moment of teaching a foreign language as is the correct 

pronunciation of words since the student begins to learn the language.  

In fact, one should not only devote time to phonetic activities in the last hour of the class or 

as a "stuffing" of the class. Many teachers focus on grammar, leaving aside the teaching of 

phonetics to build in their pupils a correct pronunciation of words, although it is true to 

follow a class with a balance in which there is time to develop each of the English language 

skills such as listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  

As mentioned previously, it was necessary to implement the following work FACTORS 

THAT INCIDE IN THE NON RECOGNITION AND MANAGEMENT OF VOWELS 

PHONEMES ACCORDING TO IPA, in order to recognize the weaknesses that are 

presented in the students at the moment of learning a new language and in such a way that 

the teacher can apply pertinent methodologies after analyzing the deficits that are shown. 
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On the other hand, according to (Agrafojo, 2015) he refers to the student to use IPA 

(International Phonetic Alphabet), which is the reference model in learning the rules of 

phonology in which the correspondence between sounds and graphical representations, 

gives the student the opportunity that he can develop his process of learning in 

pronunciation by himself, only guiding himself in the graphic representations. 
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DEVELOPMENT 

The time of an English teacher is limited in a classroom because it is a special subject, that 

is why the teacher tries to program in the short time of his class the most relevant activities 

so that the mastery of a second language is successful, paying less attention to the 

phonology and phonetics of the English language and thus causing unfavorable 

pronunciation performance. 

According to Fernández Planas (2007), indicates the rejection that exists by phonetics by 

some professionals and it is due to the traditionalism that has been perpetuating in the 

different generations and also to some conscious ignorance or not; the same author in his 

article shows us the importance of phonetics when we want to give a speech and present it 

clearly and formally to other people, pronounced it correctly. Phonetics is studied in 

different branches such as the articulatory, acoustic and perspective with the aim of 

advance in the knowledge of the production, transmission and perception of human 

languages in general and in particular in each of them. 

When we are learning a foreign language, it becomes easier to perform sentences that are 

well developed, either from the morphological, lexical, syntactic, semantic or pragmatic 

point of view. However, when we hear a student who is acquiring knowledge of the English 

language, we can realize that his accent is not similar to a native speaker, being evident that 

is someone who is learning that language because of the way in which he pronounces the 

words or in another case "a student can do the written exercises correctly, but he may not 

understand anything of an oral emission of a native speaker" (Fernández Planas, 2007). 

There is no doubt that the mistake lies in the oral aspects of the language and as a 

consequence the lack of development of its correct pronunciation is evident.  

For a communication in a foreign language to be successful it is necessary that the 

pronunciation given to words is optimal, that is to say, the fundamental should not be only 

in that the message to be transmitted is shared but to express it in a clear way as Puerto & 

Lacabex (2008) says in his article that pronunciation plays a very important role in the 

personal and social life of each individual for being the linguistic component that is more 

linked to the concepts of identity of the people. An apprentice of a new language no matter 



11 
  

how good the grammar that dominates the student, but if this person does not have a good 

pronunciation, it will divert the attention of the person who is listening to it sounding little 

serious, comical or childish, as a result, the message does not arrive clearly.  

In English, there are unique vocal sounds of the language, which are not known by Spanish 

speakers. When young English learners listen a new sound, they try to associate it with 

acoustic indices that exist in the mother tongue and inadvertently do not realize small 

distinctions that exist within this, that is to say when one acquires the knowledge of a new 

language does it maintains the phonotactical features. 

In English there are different ways of pronouncing certain words such as in Jamaica the 

central unstressed vowel / ∂ / tends to be more open. When followed by the letter "r" in 

final position. This means that certain words like "never, power, worker, better, meagre and 

dollar" are all pronounced with a clear / a / at the end: / neva /, / powa /, / woka/, /beta / 

Dola / (ZORRILLA & BERIA, 2006). In this way we verified the importance of knowing 

the correct pronunciation of this vowel for communication. 

Difficulties that occur when learning the vowel sounds of the English language. 

One of the most common claims in the literature is that the acquisition of new phonemes is 

perhaps the most challenging skill for L2 learners  (Diettes, 2014). The aim of learning a 

new language is to try to sound with the accent of native speakers of L2, although it is 

believed that those who are acquiring knowledge of this new language have difficulties to 

be able to obtain new sounds and produce them actively, there is the IPA (International 

Phonetic Alphabet) which shows how to pronounce each of the consonants and vowels so 

that the apprentices try to get a correct pronunciation and similar to that of the L2 native 

speakers.  

Age  

Diettes (2014) tells us in her article that when studying the vowel acquisition of a foreign 

language, researchers have systematically analyzed various aspects that are involved in 

learning processes. As for example, the relationship between perceptual acuity and 

production capacity has been studied, as well as factors related to age and differences 

between the vocal systems of an L1 and an L2, among others. 
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 That is why they will not have the same form of acquiring knowledge of vowel sounds 

both children and adults; "Less successful results have been documented concerning L2 

phonology among adult learners" Pech & Izquierdo (2011) because adults already have 

knowledge of the sounds of their mother tongue and all new L2 sound will associate it with 

some known L1 sound, while the children can detect the detail or differences in the new 

sounds as they are just getting to know both L1 and L2 sounds. In the same article of the 

author mentioned we can take as an example that a child who has arrived in an English-

speaking country can produce vowels more accurately to those who reached a later age to 

that country, in which we can notice as a result in adults it is more complicated to achieve 

objective sounds of L2 phonetically correct. 

Schwa 

Among one of the English vowels we have the Schwa, it is considered as one of the most 

difficult sound vowel sound, which is a clear example when comparing its sound with some 

sound of the mother tongue L1, because it is not going to find any similarity, therefore this 

vocal can be classified as a new sound, This means that in the Spanish vowel system there 

is no sound similar to Schwa since the articulatory features of that vowel are different from 

any Spanish vowel. Below is an image in which we see the correct location to emit the 

vowel sound of schwa. 
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Short and long vowels 

Another of the problems that usually occur in students is that in Spanish once we have 

learned the vowels, these will continue to be pronounced in the same way when we use 

them in different words. However in English does not happen the same, sounds can vary 

depending on the consonants that we have in front of some vowel as for example: 

Write  /ai/  written  /I/   - it is pronounced the same letter with other vowel  

Mute / ju /  mutton / / 

Bede /i/   better/E/ 

Although we see that the vowel written in the word on the left is the same as the vowel of 

the word written on the right side, the pronunciation of the written letter is different at the 

time of speaking since each word would have a different sound at the time of saying the 

same vowel. The pronunciation of these vowels (not in writing) changes according to the 

consonants that accompany them. 

"Regarding syllable weight in English, when all other things are equal, vowels in stressed 

syllables are longer, while vowels in open syllables tend to be longer than vowels in closed 

syllables" (Suzanne & Rommel, 2014), in this way we find that English vowels vary in the 

long or short sound.  

Based on the previous paragraph we can realize that when students learn a new language it 

becomes much more complicated to see that a letter written in different words may sound 

different at the time of speaking, causing a headache for students who want to learn this 

new language. 

How to teach English vowels to college students? 

In the English class it can be evidenced that the time that is dedicated to the pronunciation 

is limited or in some cases the teachers do not take care of him and in fact in the same 

books of instruction of the English language we see that this aspect of the language is 

marginalized. That is why the English language teacher should be a good researcher and 

present to his students extra material in which he can provide his students with the 



14 
  

necessary tools so that the pronunciation of this language has a total success to be learned 

optimally from each one of his skills.  

Before presenting one of the strategies that the teacher should use in the class, it is 

important to mention that it must start from the teacher preparation, so he will have all the 

necessary knowledge in terms of phonetics and phonology. When the teacher has acquired 

mastery of the specific concepts of this specialty, the explanation that this teacher imparts 

in his class will be more understandable and therefore that knowledge will be significant 

for the students of the schools. 

As Pato & Molinié (2009) puts it, when we want to present an articulatory method, the 

production of the spoken language necessarily implies the explicit knowledge of the 

mechanisms that govern its function. That is to say that the teacher knows each one of the 

articulatory forms and procedures that are given when we emit a sound, once this concept is 

clear, the teachers will be able to explain to their students the correct way in which this 

abstract representation of the Sounds to his anatomy and his oral production. 

Attractive teaching materials. 

Bermudez, and others (2015) state the following:  

In the classes observations it was verified that there are insufficiencies in the knowledge of 

the methodological foundations in the majority of the teachers as the integration of the four 

communicative abilities, as in its development, what is curbing the process learning 

teaching. Some apathy was felt by the students to participate in them, evidently as a result 

of the lack of motivation for the activity they were doing. 

In what was previously mentioned, the authors indicate that most of the time teachers do 

not have the adequate knowledge to handle a class with the precise methodologies cause 

students to lose interest in learning a new language, and teachers should have much more 

care in taken to encourage the teaching of pronunciation since its content and practice are 

often complex. 

After the teacher has inspected the abilities of each student, the teaching material presented 

in the classroom is of the utmost importance, this is the teacher's primary tool for which to 

make use of technological resources is the ideal thing. One of the advantages that can arise 
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when using technological resources in classes is that "normally it is learned with less time 

and at the same time it is attractive" Pérez (2013).  

As it is known that the teacher has little time to teach the class and turn teaching vowel 

sounds can become a bit boring, it is important to note that prior to teaching, should be 

prepared technological teaching resources, either videos or interactive web pages that help 

take advantage of the short time in the classroom by presenting material that catches the 

student's attention. 

Nowadays the internet plays a fundamental role in teaching a new language, today we can 

find a lot of useful information which can be presented to students either in web pages 

where they present the phonetics of the vowels showing the correct position of the tongue 

and lips to produce a sound. 

In addition, multimedia is more efficient as a didactic resource in teaching not only a 

language but in any subject, so the teacher can present videos where the correct position of 

the articulatory system is evidenced so that all students can practice with the videos that are 

presented and can produce the appropriate sound with the relevant instruction. In the 

annexes of this work can be evidenced the links of some channels of YouTube where the 

explanation of vowel sounds is clear and precise. 

It should be emphasized that the projection of videos is nothing more than a support 

material for the teacher, making clear that the conduction of the class that the teacher has to 

impart must be spontaneous, dynamic and above all of total collaboration in responding 

each one of the doubts of his students. 

When the Internet is not within our reach in our classroom, we can use the English 

dictionary, in which we can find words with their respective symbolization according to 

IPA, "IPA is a system for the notation of speech signals" ( Carrasco, 2008), where "The 

problems of extraction and compilation of terminological information must be adequately 

addressed" (Ana, Ismenia, Laugeny, & Nancy, 2010). 
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Various activities 

"A systematized and focused phonological teaching through varied activities" (Pech & 

Izquierdo, 2011) is the key to promote positive changes in the pronunciation of English 

language students. 

Maybe when producing rare sounds from the point of view that are not emitted in our 

mother tongue can cause a little unpleasant behavior and indeed mocking on the part of the 

students of the schools, since for they are in their adolescence everything that is not 

between the "common" will make them feel that it is embarrassing to be emitting 

repetitively unusual sounds. 

There is something that should not be left aside when learning a new language and that is 

the "practice", if it is not practiced day by day it will be difficult for the student to achieve 

the correct articulation and emission of new sounds, therefore the teacher must also keep in 

mind that the feedback should not be left out either. In other words, the feedback and 

practice of what is being taught go hand in hand that way the student will keep in mind and 

contrast the information between the new with what has already been reviewed previously. 
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CONCLUSION 

• The approach that exists when learning a new language is based on communication it 

means it is more important for the student to "communicate" to accurately pronounce 

English words. This has caused an unfavorable aspect for the development of correct 

pronunciation of the English language. 

• The teacher's extensive knowledge of the subject before being taught to his students, is the 

key to teaching significantly. The teaching work is a challenging way to be the one that 

entails the teachers to remain involved in the arduous and constant investigation process so 

that the classes that are taught are of great relevance. 

• The teacher must constantly be prepared not only with the knowledge about phonetics and 

phonology but also in terms of the different methodologies that should be applied in classes 

so that this subject is accurately taught and above all that causes interest the students, 

resulting in students of the English language who can enjoy satisfaction and passion to 

learn this language. 

• The work presents the difference between vowel sounds between Spanish and English, 

which is why students are confused and therefore feel afraid to practice in order to reach the 

expected sound. 

• As the working time of an English teacher is limited in a classroom, the teacher must 

implement different activities with the help of technology to save time and cause interest so 

that what is taught is striking and captivate the interest of the student by matter. 
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ANNEXES 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GCP-_46I2s 
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