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ABSTRACT 

 

This current essay states in a detailed way that English teachers must be aware of the 

existence of phonetics and an alphabet, introduces the International Phonetic Alphabet 

showing only the consonants, showing how the sounds is produced and what happens 

when it is ellocuted. It submits three voiceless phonemes. The way these phonemes 

are paired and introduces some activities on how to distinguish each one, and put them 

in a list where learners should recognize which is which. Moreover it gives some 

examples with pictures and phonetic transcription, letting the readers interact with the 

three sounds by placing them in the list they would belong. It remarks the importance of 

the International Phonetic Alphabet in providing a sound to each letter and their 

utterances. The grapheme "ch" sometimes sounds as if words where written with one 

either phoneme of /k/ and /ʃ/. Therefore it has devoted an interesting activity to deal 

with. Key words: voiceless phonemes, pair work, ellocuted, phonetic transcription, 

grapheme. 

 

Author: Winston Edmundo Guillen Guillen 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Pronunciation is an issue many English teachers try not to mention, since they are not 

quite sure of the way they sound whenever they utter words. Learners have in their 

minds the sounds of Spanish word sounds of the alphabet, so that it hard for them to 

give another utterance to the written words, because this is how they are used to doing, 

which makes hard for the interlocutor knows and understands the message. 

 

Teachers have to do their best in order to change their performance of utterances of 

English; they have to stop eluding this aspect and create their own teaching strategies 

and set their own goals to become a phonetician in anyhow. 

 

In Ecuador English has been involved within the Curriculum for about 70 years so far. 

Two Reforms have been provided on behalf of teachers’ improvement as users of 

English. However, teachers do not master the language. The aim of this study goes 

further than explaining how consonants are categorized, but to explain in a detailed 

way, how three phonemes deal within the recognition of both, grapheme or digraphs, 

which become into struggling figure out which symbol goes with which letter. 

 

The role of the phonetic alphabet is fundamental for learners to change their mind for 

both teachers and students; however, the biggest responsibility relies on teachers’ 

shoulders, who are the ones who need to polish their performance of basic words. 

The phonetic alphabet is submitted which includes the consonants phonemes with all 

the characteristics they have; namely the manner and the place where sounds are 

produced.  

When describing the three phonemes / tʃ /, / ʃ /, / K /, their phonological description is 

given on which organs to use to produce the sounds and a relationship with the 

Spanish sound is made. As matter of fact, some examples are given in order to identify 

individual sounds by using the minimal pair technique. 

 

Minimal pair activity will help learners to notice the distinction of /sh/ /ch/ because there 

are phonemic variation between them both, the third phoneme sounds as the 

grapheme of the alphabet. Then he mixed the three phonemes, by giving a list of words 

where words, in spite of having the same consonant spelled, take different production 
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of sound. This is something students will have to learn by heart, otherwise it would be 

tedious to see and recognize words that they have not been familiarized before. 

 

TEACHERS APPLYING MINIMAL PAIRS AND ITS IMPORTANCE FOR USING AND 

RECOGNITION OF THE PHONEMES WHICH REPRESENT CH, SH, K 

  DEVELOPMENT  

 

Oral approach for language learning. 

 

Different methods and approaches have been given in order to let teachers help 

learners deal with a suitable use of English. For example, the direct method natural 

method or even their own methods. Some people think that the only way for learner 

gain an accurate management of the language as if it is learned when they are 

children, because learning the mother tongue sounds is automatic. 

 

However, there are some people who have lived in an English speaking country and 

have failed the pronunciation of it because they have not had exposure of the language 

or just because they do not want to be heard as a “speaker with accent”. However, 

there are two other group of people who have set high goals to have a native-like 

pronunciation. Whereas other group who want to show they are foreigners with a 

foreign accent. (Maley Alan teaching pronunciation) 

 

The oral approach requires learners practice the language everywhere at any time, as 

if they are learning their mother tongue that is, speaking before seeing anything 

printed, this is how the process works. After they know some active vocabulary, it 

would be then advisable to help them with issues related to sound linkage and 

grammar, nevertheless grammar can also be easily learnt for the innate knowledge 

people are born with. In general, infants’ ability to discriminate minimally different 

segments in onset position in quite good, but they have difficulty when the contrast is in 

word-final position (Stephanie Archer, 2012) 
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The International Phonetics Alphabet 

 

It is a system of symbols that represent all the sounds in English like a common 

alphabet but with one big difference, each letter is represent by a phoneme. In Spanish 

the way letters sound is similar as the way they are written. In English are quite 

different letters have different sounds which can be heard, however it is often difficult to 

‘read the sound’. Pronunciation is not based on spelling. Any letter of English 

represents more than one sound, or it may not represent any sound at all. Eric Bakovic 

said “phonemes contrast with each other because they serve to distinguish different 

words from each other; allophonemes of the same phoneme do not” (Bakovic, 2013) 

 

 

 

Let us see some words with the same sequence of letters. Namely “ough”, whose 

sounds are not consistent with their spelling.  

 
 

Source.- https://www.google.com.ec/search?q=alfabeto+fonetico+internacional+solo+consonantes&espv 
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Classification of consonants 

 

There are 21 consonants letters in the written alphabet, they are the same graphemes 

we use in Spanish, however in phonetic terms. There are 24 consonant sounds, which 

unfortunately do not correspond to each written letter, it is the case that some 

graphemes do not have a phoneme to represent the, for example the graphemes “c, q 

and k”, share the same /k/ phoneme.  

 

Amy Stoller has developed a method of using straws to make several manners of 

producing consonants –nasal, stop plosive, and fricative- more readily accessible 

to my clients, especially those who have no previous voice or speech training, 

and who have little kinesthetic sense of what goes on “in there”; that is, inside 

their mouths when they speak (Hoza, 2013) 

 

Consonants are classified as either voiced or voiceless. In articulating the former, the 

vocal cords vibrate. (The vibration may easily be felt by softly touching the larynx with 

your fingers as the consonant is being articulated.) In articulating latter, the vocal cords 

do not vibrate.  

 

Consonants may also be classified according to the manner of articulation and the 

point of articulation: that is, how and where the flow of air is stopped or impeded when 

the consonant is articulated. 

 

Learners will be able to make articulation of this eight phonemes and digraphs by 

imitation, repetition, at the beginning go start with mechanical drilling. The grapheme 

“ch is used also in Spanish words like chapa, Chilla, China, chorrera, hacha, are very 

common. Regarding to ‘sh’, our teachers struggle a little bit with this grapheme, even 

though they have been surrounded by this sound in words like: paseo shopping 

Machala, shampoo. Shunsho, shorts. Some people have been named after 

Washington, relatives use its ‘nick’; however it is mispronounced like ‘Wacho’. The 

name of Sharon, the Ecuadorian singer who died at the beginning of 2015 was heard 

by thousands of Ecuadorian and here it was a chance to help those who said ‘Charon’ 

to make them aware on how it was supposed to sound ‘sh’ instead of ‘ch’. 

Our mouth, including, tongue, teeth, teeth ridge, soft and hard palate are able to 

produce several utterances of many kinds, voiced and unvoiced sounds, both vowels 



- 12 - 

and consonants. This is the reason why it is necessary to be familiarized with the chart 

of IPA, in order to have an idea on how letters are articulated. 

 

Fortis and lenis consonants, voiced or voiceless 

 

What are minimal pairs? 

 

Minimal pair is pairing words in order to make people realize that there is light 

difference in one of the elements of the words paired, either the phoneme or the 

digraph 

 

It is a well-known fact that the members of a set of traditional phonemes, which 

by definition serve to distinguish the two members of a minimal pair (such as 

aɪ/iː in bite/beat), may occasionally be used interchangeably without any 

semantic consequences (as aɪ/iː in either). Phonemes that can alternate in this 

way are arguably more closely related to each other than to other phonemes. 

(Kjellmer, 2010) 

 

Given the above, we can mention that no matter what pairing pretended to make, the 

phonemes being discussed here share the same manner of articulation. On the other 

hand, M. Chodorow and S. Karp achieved experiments were a rating task was used to 

study the effects of differences in vowels, consonants and segments order whose 

results stated that these three issues are represented independently (Karp, 2007) 

 

As regards with sounds discrimination, early aged is the best option to attain it. “Theory 

as a framework for the study of child pronunciations. Several have pursued the idea that 

the difference between the sound systems of child and adult language lies in a difference 

in the relative ranking of structural and faithfulness constraints” (Pater, 2009) 

 

The source of children’s failure in earlier word-learning experiments is the task 

demand rather than the lack of detail in phonological representations. Additional 

support for this view comes from studies investigating children’s ability to detect 

mispronunciations in familiar words. This is an arguably less demanding task 

than learning two similar-sounding new words (Altvater-Mackensen, 2013) 
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Ch and Sh are both called digraph because they both represent two graphemes 

whereas /k/ is a phoneme.  

 

The phoneme     /tʃ/ 

 

  

 

 

 

 

This phoneme is voiceless affricate, it is produced by placing the tongue with the sides 

in contact with the upper molars, the tip in contact with the alveolar ridge, and the 

velum closed, with the blade elevated nearly to the hard palate, an impeded plosion is 

produced. 

 

The phoneme /ʃ/ 

 

 

 

 

 

This consonant is voiceless palate-alveolar, fricative continuant. It is produced by a 

simultaneous blocking the nasal passages with the velum and raising the tongue 

against the lateral surfaces of the upper teeth; the tongue goes toward a point just back 

of the alveolar ridged. 

This phoneme may take two other sounds (see activity N°2) 

 

The production of / ʃ / and / tʃ / sometimes confuse Spanish speakers “It has been well-

established that the likelihood of two phonemes participating in a speech error increases 

with phonological similarity. Hence, both consonant harmony and speech errors show 

increased potential for interaction between similar sounds” (Walker, 2008) 

 

The phoneme     /K/ 

 

It is a voiceless, aspirated, velar plosive. It is produced by closing the nasal passage 

with the velum and blocking the oral passage with the back of the tongue placed 
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against the velum,  building up air pressure in the pharynx, (3) exploding the air 

through the mouth sharply. The plosion, or aspiration, of (k) is strongest initially, next 

strongest finally (except when unreleased), and weakest medially. English (k), 

especially initially and finally, is much more aspirate than the (k) of many foreign 

languages, such as the Romance languages. Speakers of those languages should 

aspirate (K) much more strongly than they are accustomed to do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This phoneme can either go at the beginning or at the end of words, sometimes even 

having another consonant phoneme, in this case, we will be talking about a cluster 

consonant. “The great majority of the clusters fall, as a matter of fact, into a limited 

although relatively large number of types. But if we limit ourselves, in our analysis, to 

the clusters of two consonants” (Vogt, 2015) 

 

“The majority of syllables have a single consonant onset (almost 90% of syllables in a 

representative wordlist). A minority have no onset, and a similar sized minority have an 

underlying cluster onset” (Palmer, 2008) 

  



- 15 - 

ACTIVITIES 

Minimal pairs (/ʃ/or /tʃ/) 

1. - Match the pictures with their words 

  chauffer,   mustache,    parachute,  church,  chair,   chef,   champagne, cheque 

 

              

1.______________  2.____________           3._____________          4.______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.-____________            6.____________          7.____________          8.____________ 

2.—Match the words with the correspondent phonemic transcription. 

chauffer,        ʃərtʃ 

mustache,         məstæʃ 

parachute     ʃofər   

church,       ʃæmpen 

chair,        tʃɛk 

chef,         pɛrɪʃut 

champagne,      tʃɛr 

cheque      ʃɛf 

 
     
This activity was once used by a teacher and it is given here as good one  
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Minimal differences  (/ʃ/or /tʃ/) or /k/ 

 

Look at the list of words, put them where they correspond.  

 

bronchitis Cheque chaperone match 

Chase  Chin  brochure backache 

cliché  Chip  chaos  archeology 

Cheat  choir  champagne sachet 

Archive choose  machine Cheap 

Cheer  chord  chore  chemist 

Chef  Christmas charisma mustache 

   

/ ʃ /      / tʃ/    /k/ 

______________  ________________  _______________ 

______________  ________________  _______________ 

______________  ________________  _______________ 

______________  ________________  _______________ 

______________  ________________  _______________ 

______________  ________________  _______________ 

______________  ________________  _______________ 

______________  ________________  _______________ 

______________  ________________  _______________ 
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CONCLUSIONS 

 

After having achieving an essay about minimal pairs and dealing with two graphemes 

and a phoneme, whose production of sound and discrimination in utterances has finally 

ended up with a very conscious study of their similarities and differences. 

 

The paper explains in a briefly way, the consonant chart, showing just the ones used 

by the English language. Moreover, individual description of phonemes is given. Some 

references on difficulties when pronouncing letters are also provided. 

 

The paper outstands as well the importance of minimal pairs, supported by some 

authors who have devoted works in this issue. For that reason, two activities have been 

provided to show how to make these three sounds deal in a list of words. 

 

Teachers will be benefited if using this activities provided that learner like seeing 

pictures and match them according to their spelling and phonemic transcriptions. 

 

English phonetics is a passionate task to learn by both learners and teachers, in this 

case the work is addressed for teachers to improve the performance of only three 

phonemes, but they can go further than that by checking some more structures 

themselves. 
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ANNEXES: 
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