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U R K N DU





 

ABSTRACT 

 

The present research is focused in the strategies that the teacher uses to teach English 

language and to make students increase and improve their vocabulary. 

 English language nowadays is a very used language around the world, our country 

considers it a second language, and it is taught in our schools. It is essential to have well 

prepared teachers, they have to know an extended set of strategies, techniques, methods, 

dynamic activities to develop the skills that English language involves, such as the well-

known four skills, listening, speaking, reading, and writing, but there are another ones that 

play an important role in the developing of the language. We have grammar and 

vocabulary. Vocabulary is our target skill. 

 We all know that the person in charge to teach in a school must be a well-prepared teacher, 

with a set of methodological strategies, and they have to be prepared to face every eventual 

situation in the classroom, but first, the teacher has to be conscious that he is teaching a 

new language, it means that he is the responsible to make students start to speak using 

another language, different from their mother tongue. 

 Considering vocabulary a very important skill in the learning of a new language, we think 

it is essential that the teacher has the preparation to teach students. We will investigate what 

types of vocabulary exist, what of the current used strategies by teachers are the more 

effective to increase and improve the vocabulary in the learners of the second language. 

Key words: Vocabulary, Teacher, Strategies, Type of Vocabulary, Increasing Vocabulary, 

Improving Vocabulary, Dynamic Activities. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

RESUMEN 

 

La presente investigación se centra en las estrategias que el profesor utiliza para enseñar el 

idioma Inglés y para que los estudiantes aumenten y mejoren su vocabulario. 

El idioma Inglés hoy en día es un idioma muy utilizado en todo el mundo, en nuestro país 

considera como el  segundo idioma, y se enseña en nuestras escuelas. Es esencial tener 

maestros bien preparados, tienen que saber un conjunto extendido de estrategias, técnicas, 

métodos, actividades dinámicas para desarrollar las habilidades del idioma Inglés, en este 

idioma implican cuatro habilidades conocidas: escuchar, hablar, leer y escribir, pero hay 

otros los que juegan un papel importante en el desarrollo del lenguaje. Tenemos la 

gramática y el vocabulario. El vocabulario es nuestra habilidad objetivo. 

Todos sabemos que la persona encargada de enseñar en una escuela debe ser un maestro 

bien preparado, con un conjunto de estrategias metodológicas, y tienen que estar preparados 

para enfrentar cualquier situación eventual en el aula, pero en primer lugar, el maestro tiene 

que ser consciente de que está enseñando un nuevo idioma, significa que él es el 

responsable de hacer que los estudiantes comiencen a hablar usando otro idioma diferente a 

su lengua materna. 

Teniendo en cuenta el vocabulario como  una habilidad muy importante en el aprendizaje 

de un nuevo idioma, creemos que es esencial que el profesor tenga una buena preparación 

para enseñar a los estudiantes. Vamos a investigar qué tipos de vocabulario existen, que 

estrategias son las más utilizadas por los profesores para aumentar y mejorar el vocabulario 

de los alumnos de la segunda lengua. 

Palabras claves:  

Vocabulario, profesor, estrategias, tipo de vocabulario, vocabulario creciente, vocabulario 

mejorado, actividades dinámicas. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

0. INTRODUCTION 

 

English language is an essential tool that is used to interact in a world way, either in 

international business, science, information research on the internet, to communicate with 

people far away from here, meet new technological advances, etc.   

 

“Starting with the importance of English language acquisition as a second language in 

education, it is necessary to provide the tools and strategies that allow the student increase 

the lexicon, which is the way to communicate in a language” (Moreno Cuellar, 2013). That 

is why teachers in the different educative centres of English language teaching must be 

researchers of information to be aware of the different methodologies, techniques and 

strategies that can be applied in students of baccalaureate, to make their teaching process 

effective, and to increase in a positive way their vocabulary, keeping them in the adequate 

knowledge according to their formation level.   

 

When learning the English language, the important part is to communicate, process in 

which a person transfers a message to others, but in the developing of expressing the 

message, some students or learners of the English language find it difficult when they try to 

produce and transfer a message, because they do not find the appropriate words that should 

be used and understood by both emitter and the receptors, when they do not do it, they give 

up, stopping the communication.  



 

   

Some experts say that when a person knows well a word, that person can easily find 

another way to express it by using synonyms, so the message will be completely sent. To 

reach this, the students of the first year of baccalaureate must increase their vocabulary as 

much as possible. However, English teachers in some schools of Machala do not know 

adequate strategies that should be used when they teach a lesson.   

That is the reason why this topic research is METHODOLOGICAL STRATEGIES USED 

BY TEACHERS TO INCREASE AND IMPROVE VOCABULARY IN THE FIRST 

YEAR OF BACCALAUREATE with the purpose to help teachers elicit their students to 

master an active vocabulary according to their level.   

 

This research shows an introduction in which it is indicated the importance of increasing an 

active vocabulary, next we find the development of the research in which we show some 

methodological strategies based on the information taken from scientific magazines and 

finally we make a conclusion of this work to close the same.                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

1. DEVELOPMENT 

 

To learn a second language, in this case English language, we must consider the four skills 

it has, but also we have to consider the other features of English language, which are 

grammar and vocabulary, vocabulary is the most relevant because it is considered as the 

base to build up a phrase or sentence, taking in count the meaning of words, either in oral 

or written form. (González, 2014)   

 

Vocabulary is such an essential very important part of the language. I mean, if you do not 

know words and their meaning, you will never be able to communicate or express your 

ideas. It is so simple and coherent, the first step to learn a language is by knowing a big set 

of words, which you can construct into phrases and then, into sentences to express a general 

idea.    

 

In the opinion of Moreno Mosquera (2011) vocabulary has been left apart long ago, 

because of the fact that some people consider grammar more important, considering that if 

we do not understand a word easily, it can be found in a dictionary, with the appearance of 

the technological devices we can find a dictionary even in a smartphone. However, this 

wrong mind has been changed, it has been proved that when the knowledge of words is 

wide, the student is enabled to develop the grammar forms that they are studying.    



 

 

It is important to increase the knowledge in vocabulary, so this learning has to be taught by 

using metacognitive strategies to make this process more effective, teachers must master 

the vocabulary first, so when they write or read a text they do not find any obstacle, 

otherwise the process of teaching would be difficult and unsatisfactory creating problems in 

all the process.  (Diaz, 2015) 

    

 

“Vocabulary is the most flexible part of a language and it is the semantic aspect which 

responds rapidly to the changes in the human activity in any environment they are 

produced”  (Fernández Leyva & Collada Peña, 2006). So, vocabulary is a set of words 

which are used to communicate a message in an effective way, it is usually a weak point 

not having a wide vocabulary when practicing a second language, because it has as a 

negative result stopping the communication when expressing the message, ideas or point of 

view about something.   

 

The purpose of vocabulary class is to make students get a wide set of words that allows 

them to communicate easily and fluently in the second language, to do this, it is important 

that the teacher knows some strategies that can be applied in the classroom when 

performing a lesson. But before doing it is necessary to show what facts influence English 

students do not reach a wide knowledge in vocabulary.   

 

Lack of practice and limited time. – There are big problems that students have to deal 

with, because the time given for an English lesson in educative institutions is short, so they 

do not help students to enhance their vocabulary in companion of the teacher. At the same 

time, the teacher cannot reach the objective of the planned lesson. So, the lesson time is 



 

very important because it is in the classroom where students practice and develop their 

skills.  

   

Another fact that hinders students to practice vocabulary is the lack of interest on the 

subject, some of the students feel frustrated when learning the English language because  

teachers do not motivate them, and students find the lesson boring.   

 

When learning vocabulary, there are homophone words that are difficult to be learnt by 

students, because they sound the same, so when they hear the words pronunciation, they get 

confused. It is another fact that hinder students to improve their vocabulary, it is a problem 

that the teacher has to deal with in the classroom.  (Komachali & Khodareza, 2012)  

 

Moreno Mosquera  (2011) says that it is important to include learning strategies in the 

teaching-learning process, strategies that involve materials related to technology and 

communication, learning language theories, multimedia as a mean to elicit the learning, 

computer assisted language learning, and all of this with the purpose of getting the student 

attention in the lessons, so, though these resources we will have as a result that the taught 

vocabulary could be acquired in a significant way by students.   

 

Accorfing to Moreno Mosquera  (2011) nowadays, with the appereance of Information and 

Communication Technologies (ICTs) the theory of connectivism appears, which is based 

on the limitations of conductist theory, cognitivism and constructivism theory, before the 

effects of thechnology on how we live nowadays, we communicate and acquire knowledge.   

 

“For the functional approach the learner develops the language from the necessity of 

interacting significant and so, he starts to acquire the structures, according to the necessity 



 

of communicating, the person will find the meaning in every structure he meets”  (Moreno 

Mosquera, 2011).   

 

With the new technological trends, students can interact in an active way, either using a 

computer in which students develop activities to improve their skills in the English 

language. The resources that have pictures, videos, and sounds, get the attention of the 

students and elicit them to be focused on what the teacher is sharing in the classroom, so in 

that way they will not lose any detail or knowledge that surround the classroom.   

 

Multimedia.- when we talk about multimedia we refer to text, sound, pictures and 

animation. “the cognitive theory of the multimedia learning propose two excisting purpose 

in the learning, which are remember and understanding” (Moreno Cuellar, 2013).   

 

To reach this point, the first step is referred to be able to reproduce and understand the 

material, and the second step is referred to the presented material to transfer new 

information. It means that the teacher has to plan, create and understand all the material, so 

after doing this, he will be able to teach and explain the created material to the students in a 

classroom.    

 

Nowadays, multimedia is a didactic tool with a great power and use, created by educational 

software designers, in which both students and teachers can interact though the use of 

pertinent technological papers. It means that with the right use of multimedia we can 

achieve a great developing of knowledge in any subject or field, we just have to take 

advantage of this great tool. (Moreno Mosquera, 2011).   

 



 

“Psycological and pedagogical principles that have ruled the teaching-learning process are 

inmerse in the conductist educative theories, cognitive or cognitivist, constructivist, and the 

current called cultural theory” (Batista Ojeda & Finol de Govea, 2005). Every mentioned 

theory has followed the way to technological advances that are presented day by day with 

the purpose to make understand clearly how students learn.    

Also, Batista Ojeda & Finol de Govea (2005) show us the different principles that every 

theory receive.  

Behaviourist theory. - The purpose of this theory is to model the technic-productive 

behaviour and doing this it will improve the transferring teaching.  

 

Cognitive theory. - This theory emerges to study mental processes that have not been 

studied by the behaviourism.   

Constructivist theory. – This theory is based with the idea that knowledge is built up to 

change the conception of the knowledge acquisition.   

 

Cultural theory. – This theory considers cognition as a human activity ruled by 

technology, devices that have been presented according to the time goes by, over and over 

better.   

 

In the previously mentioned theories, we can know how the multimedia resources help in 

the acquisition of a second language. Human beings acquire knowledge by what we 

perceive, that is why technology plays an important role when learning a new language. 

When students watch a video, listen to an audio or animations, it makes that the way to 

learn become into an easy dynamic to be understood. So, in that way students will find it 

easy and entertained to learn.   

 



 

Memorization and motivation. - It is easiest to get knowledge through the practice with 

real elements. “We learn that a candle is flaming and hot by feeling the heat. The brain 

ability to feel the heat, memorized and after that remembered means that we have learned a 

specific information. That is why it is considered that memorization is essential to learn”  

(Fernández Leyva & Collada Peña, 2006).   

 

That is why the repetition of words when we learn a new vocabulary is effective and so is a 

“common” vocabulary, practice it means repetition of the vocabulary is used daily. For 

example, it must be essential in the English lessons the use of certain words all the time, 

words or phrases like “go to the board”, “sit down”, “open the door”, etc.    

 

In this way students get familiarized with both pronunciation and meaning of the words. It 

is common that in the English lessons, teachers of baccalaureate ask students to study and 

memorize irregular verbs in present, past and past participle. Some teachers use the 

mechanic way to ask students to repeat in a written way all the words they want to learn. 

Such is the case with verbs and their tenses. But in this case it is better to learn this type of 

vocabulary by writing sentences.   

 

For example, instead of asking students to repeat a word determined times, teacher could 

ask some questions to students using the verb that students have to know, students will be 

required to give an answer using that verb, in this way students analyse the situation and 

keep in their mind the word that they are analysing, considering the context in which it is 

used.   

 

In the other hand, motivation plays an important role when teaching vocabulary, because 

they are connected in such a special way. It is also necessary that teacher uses didactic 

materials that easily get the attention of the students.   



 

 

When talking about vocabulary, we have to know that there is the productive vocabulary, 

which are the words we produce, and the receptive vocabulary, which are the words that we 

hear or receive from other people. This productive-receptive distinction is important to 

know and understand the relationship between motivation and vocabulary learning. Paul 

Nation (2001) says that in productive vocabulary, to produce a message we have to be sure 

or have the sense of want to produce it. It is necessary to know that there is almost no 

discussion about the relationship between motivation and vocabulary acquisition. 

(Fernández, 2014).   

 

It is well-known that some people need motivation to do something or to achieve their 

goals, it also happens when learning vocabulary, some students will need motivation to 

learn new words, it can be made by the teacher when he applies the strategies in the 

classroom, he has to use materials such as flashcards, games or songs, in such way to elicit 

the students to learn new words.   

 

Improving vocabulary. - to improve vocabulary in the students, teacher should contribute 

with new words to the class in different ways, it could be by using texts or multimedia, 

making it easy for them, giving them some time to learn through a dialogue between them, 

so in this way all of them will participate, practice and enhance their vocabulary. (Meghan 

Hunt, 2016)    

 

Using flashcards is one of the most effective and fast strategies to make students improve 

their vocabulary, they help a lot in an interactive and entertained way. Showing them a 

flashcard, which contains a word and a picture representing that word will make it easy and 

funny the process of learning. Using them we can also play a game in which every student 

will be practicing their vocabulary, always guided by teacher. (Chien, 2013)    



 

We can always find different ways to teach in class, like using flashcards, there are more 

strategies to make a funny lesson. Doing it will create a more interesting and entertained 

environment to learn and improve vocabulary.   

 

 

 

2. CONCLUSION 

 

After all the process to do this research, we have found that English language has a set of 

features in the learning of it as a second language, we have the main four skills in English, 

but there are other complementary ones. One of them is considered a minority, but not a 

less important skill, it is the vocabulary skill.    

 

At this process we also found that learning a new language involves a set of issues that 

teacher has to face and deal with. Always making students face their fears and eliciting 

them to be interested on the language.   

 

We conclude that vocabulary is one of the most important skills in the learning of a new 

language, in English as in any another language it is essential to know and learn words to 

build them up into phrases and sentences. Motivation is always involved in the process.   

 

Finally, we conclude that it is the teacher who has to be always well-prepared to face 

problems in the learning process and to develop the skills in students, using appropriate 

strategies to reach the objectives of the teaching process which is making students develop 

all the require skills to learn a new language.    
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