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Figure 1: Examples of transitive and intransitive verbs.  

 

ABSTRACT 

 

The reason of the present work is to identify the consequences of do not differentiate 

transitive and intransitives verbs that students handle in the learning of English language.  

 

To speak of transitive verbs we say that they need a noun based on direct supplement to 

form the predicate, in which the individuals take part active in the process; while 

Intransitives, they are verbs that can not have a direct supplement unless very specific 

cases. This certainly affects in the spoken form of the English language. 

 

 For the development of this project we use the investigation as the main tool for data 

collection. With the present work it wants to help English teachers to use the methods, 

techniques or materials adequate to achieve the differentiation between these 

classifications of the verbs. It is very important that students get a better English level at 

the time of making the action spoken in the language.  

 

Key words: Transitive verbs, intransitives verbs, verbs, methods, techniques, evaluation. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Many students during their scholar life have studied for many years the English subject in 

schools and high schools; although, there are students from the last grade of high school 

who do not have an acceptable English level. Students have lack of knowledge in almost 

all English skills like; listening, speaking, reading and writing. It affects seriously the 

management of the language. 

 

One of the problems that motivated to do this project is the reason that students do not 

know the correct conjugation of the verbs in the different tenses; present, past, and future, 

but this research we will focus in transitive and intransitive verbs. More specific in the 

difference between transitive and intransitives verbs which students do not use correctly 

these at the moment to form sentences or speak the English language. It is very important 

for the students’ learning, because this will help them to understand English in a better 

way, besides to know the difference and recognize the transitive and intransitive verbs in 

order to improve the grammar level of the students and to get a best management of the 

second language. 

 

Focused in this problem, we can see that the solution involves many factors, where 

students do not only depend on their responsibility to learn to communicate properly using  

transitive and intransitive verbs. It also depends on the way that teachers teach their 

classes. Teachers should use different methods and techniques, appropriate in the 

process of learning to solve problems that can occur when students are learning the new 

skills taught by the teacher. 

 

The synthesis of the problem suggests identifying problems to prevent students who do 

not use properly the transitive and intransitive verbs in the English language spoken form. 

 

In this project we start focusing about verbs and identifying transitive and intransitives 

verbs, besides we will identify the main factors that prevent students do not get the 

expected skills to express their ideas or opinions in the written and spoken form. 
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2. DEVELOPMENT 

2.1 Practice reagent to resolve. 

 

Students of last year of high school do not recognize the difference between transitive and 

intransitive, does it affect in the spoken production of the language? 

 Effects in the spoken form produced by no-differentiation between transitive and 

intransitives verbs may influence in the result of the learning in the students of different 

ways, a wrong speech or saying a different idea for using a wrong grammar, but teachers 

have to focus to get positive results in the students although for them result very hard to 

learn the correct use of these verbs, applying the appropriate activities into the class. 

3. PROBLEM 

3.1 Central problem 

 No-differentiation between transitive and intransitives of the students of the last 

year. 

3.2 Specific problems 

 Students confuse the intransitive and transitive verbs. 

 Low speaking skill level in the students. 

 

 

4. OBJECTIVES 

4.1 Central objective 

 To determine the effect of no-differentiation between transitive and intransitives of 

the students of the last year. 

4.2 Specific objectives 

 To help students to do not confuse the transitive and intransitive verbs. 

 To increase level of the students in speaking skill. 
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5. VERBS 

 

One of the students’ problems is that they do not know the verbs in English in the different 

tenses, influencing directly in the difficulty of learning a new language, because the verbs 

are a key part when formulating a grammatical sentence, expressing ideas and 

communicating with others.  

 

We say that the verb is considered an important element into a sentence, because it is 

indicating the action that is performing the noun which gives sense and a better 

understanding of the facts.  (cambridge, 2016). For example: She went to the movie.  

 

6. TRANSITIVE VERBS 

 

There are some kinds of verbs, but we go to focus in the transitive and intransitive verbs. 

The transitive verbs according to the author (Gil, 2006) they are the verbs that need an 

object, and this object many times is the result of an action. To understand the correct use 

of the transitive verbs we need to ask ourselves the verb that we are going to use in our 

sentence what will be the resulted of the action that we will perform. For a best 

understanding of transitive verbs we need to look at the next examples. 

 

I bought a new magazine. 

She drank soda this afternoon. 

Luis built a school.  

 

In these examples we can notice that the sentences have a subject, a verb and an object. 

The objects in this case are the consequences or the result of the action of the verbs.  

There are some verbs but we need to know that not all the verbs are transitive. Next we 

are going to make a short list of transitive verbs. 
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Build – sing – buy – drink – take – ask – 

paint – want – find – repeat – suggest – have/has.  

7. INTRANSITIVE VERBS 

 

An intransitive verb is the opposite of transitive verbs since the point of view that these 

verbs do not need a direct object but it does not want to say that the sentences with these 

verbs do not have meaning, just it indicates that with the intransitive verbs is not  

necessary an object according to (dictionary, 2016)  

 

Here we write a short list of intransitive verbs: 

Agree – die – vomit – stand – cry- lie – fall – laugh. 

Next we write some examples of sentences using intransitive verbs. 

We laughed. 

She cried. 

The notebook fell. 

We can see in these examples that the sentences do not have a direct object but it has 

meaning yet. 

The non-differentiation between transitive and intransitive verbs could bring some 

problems to have a good communication.  

For a best understanding of transitive and intransitive verbs, we show the next picture. 

(edutaining english learners, 2014)  

Figure 1.  
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8. SPEAKING (SPOKEN FORM OF LANGUAGE) 

 

How we know English has four skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. Everyone is 

very important at the moment to learn a language because these are used at moment to 

communicate each other.  

 

Now we are going to focus at speaking skill because it is a principal problem that students 

present in the classroom at the moment to manage the language using appropriately the 

transitive and intransitive verbs.  

 

Many students in a classroom do not like the English, they think it is a difficult subject to be 

learnt as a second language, all four English skills appear to be difficult for students, but it 

has been noticed that most of them are afraid to speak in English for different reasons, 

one of them is that are afraid of pronouncing wrong the words in English, other students 

think that they are not able to speak in public and feel fear of their partners make fun of 

them.  

 

This is a great challenge for teachers, first they need the students gain confidence in 

themselves, and then if teachers can worry that with time students go speaking a second 

language and using the correct grammar structure to form sentences and use 

appropriately the transitive and intransitive verbs. 

 

 “Comprehension of spoken language may proceed more incrementally than 

comprehension during serial visual presentation (SVP) reading”. (Nieuwlandb, 2016) 

According to this, it tries to say that the spoken language of the English is a difficult task. 

First, students need to develop their listening skill and after that develop their 

comprehension because, it is easier to get a best comprehension when we are talking 

instead of we are reading.   
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Teachers have to be patient and always remember that spoken language will be 

incrementally and there will be some students that need more time to improve their 

speaking skill. 

9. TEACHING LEARNING PROCESS 

 

For an excellent teaching - learning process  teachers have to be involved in their position 

like teachers although the different problems that students can have in the classroom. 

About this Raiza said the next. “Insufficient student preparation evidenced in lack of study 

habits, a low level of reading and writing skills” (Lozada*, 2001). According to the author 

there will be students that are not interested by the subject, other students show 

enthusiasm but could not be good at English, and the other group could be good at 

English. Teachers have to be worried by the students that do not like English as our 

obligation as teachers and love for teaching we need to look for the way in which students 

can learn through all these mentioned before problems.  

 

According to (Montenegro, 2009) indicates that to get a meaningful learning it needs: 

motivation, control and attitude. All these aspects are considered important to achieve the 

skills in the class. Student has to be motivated to work, takes the control, never gives up 

although how hard it was, and the last to have a positive attitude. If students get all 

aspects there will be a best learning teaching process.  

 

Motivation plays an important role in the educational field, for this reason the teachers 

should plan their classes to give funny classes, and not boring classes causing students to 

lose interest by themselves causing a possible student dissertation. (Dias, 2000) We say 

that it is an obligation of teacher get everyone learns, we must motivate them so the 

students are not going to feel alone.  

 

(Alexander, 2016) Says: “When students simultaneously invested a great deal of effort in 

their homework, spending a lot of time on homework was associated with high motivation 

and high conscientiousness. By contrast, when students exerted low effort, large amounts 
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of homework time were found to be associated with low motivation and low 

conscientiousness”. The author shows us how the motivation has an important point in the 

teaching learning process, encouraged students can develop easier their homework 

although they spend more time doing these. While unmotivated students do not have the 

encouragement for doing their homework influencing directly, they can not get to develop 

their skills. So we recommend to the teachers to send homework according at the skill 

developed in class. 

 

10. METHODS 

 

Teachers have to innovate daily in the use of new methods and techniques that allow 

getting better results in the classroom, we do not have to forget that all students are 

different and some of them are going to learn quicker while other ones will spend more 

time.  

 

 Teachers have to make their funny classes, using games but at the same time students 

should be learning, it is not recommended to say to the students they will work in an 

activity, it is better tell them that we will play a funny game, so the student will not realize 

that it is a work of English, otherwise they will have in their mind that they are playing and 

having fun. (Lacera, 2006) 

 

There are teachers that they have worked during long years and do not update their 

knowledge and they forget that students are a different world and the knowledge goes 

changing. In the same way, there are teachers who use the same methods and techniques 

for school students and high school students, it is not advisable because children need 

more time to do the activities and need classes with more warm ups, games, songs, etc. 

while teenagers need to learn topics related to develop their English skills with more grade 

of difficulty, because they need to give opinions, or talk about something or writing and if 

they do not know the correct use of the grammar like the use of transitive and intransitive 

verbs, students can express their ideas wrong and for this teachers should use techniques 

appropriately for each grade and each group of students according to (Esteve, 2009) 
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If we want to motivate students to gain confidence in themselves we should start ask them 

to say short phrases like; my name is… I am… I live in.. etc. In this way students are going 

to get  confidence and they will be able to speak in English. 

 

There are many of methods but we consider more useful the methods that use the target 

language in the teaching learning process, because students can listen to English the 

most of the time. Although, it could be a slow process until students can feel in confidence 

but with the days they will start to say words, it is similar when a baby has to learn to talk, 

he has to listen for years until he says his first words, in this same way are focused these 

methods that use the target language in the classes. (Freeman, 2000)   

 

Nowadays, teachers have the facility to use the technology to get a better develop of the 

classes, so students will fell motivate and  they are able to participate in the activities given 

by the teacher. 

 

11. TECHNIQUES 

 

In the teaching of English there are many techniques, if it is necessary we can work in 

class with other activities for each group of students according to their needs.  

 

The techniques are used to develop the activities that students need to learn, we consider 

that a good way are the translations, of this way students will learn vocabulary and can 

analyze cases of grammar. 

 

Dictation is other good technique; it will help to the students to develop listening and 

writing skills. 
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Make dialogues with other partner, so students can develop the speaking skills. 

 

Work in groups; it is useful when some students have not learned a determined skill, so 

students can help themselves each other. 

 

Describing a place is a good technique where students can mention details; remember 

verbs, nouns, adjectives, etc. 

 

All these techniques are boosting to the students to speak in the class. Students have to 

lose the fear to speak in English, and teachers have to do activities where students can 

speak. It does not matter if they pronounce wrongly the words or if it has lack of sense, it 

will be normal at the beginning but teacher has to correct the wrong spelling. 

 

12. EVALUATIONS 

 

An aspect that we should not forget is the importance of being able to measure how much 

have students learned, this will help us to know if our techniques and methods have been 

effective or to analyze where we can improve and also to know in which skills students 

have more problems.  

Remember the test does not only is useful for the students, we need to work with them 

with extra classes activities, homework, projects, all necessary to get the best result in the 

students. We do not forget that our principal objective is that students learn, and develop 

their skills. 

 

All the tasks that teachers send to the students should be complemented, teachers need 

to send homework that bring a significant learning, and if there are problems we need to 

make a feedback about the topic that have studied. (Carballo, 2001)  
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The teaching of a second language is not an easy task, but teachers have to look for the 

best way to get to the students’ attention and try to students will be interested in English. 

Teachers should use the appropriate teaching  material that it helps to a better 

development of the classes. It can make to students show interest and participate in the 

class. 

 

With this research we want to try to give some recommendations to the teacher, because 

we know that they have the responsibility to educate to the students and make that 

students learn, we thrust that applying these advices will let more funny classes and the 

students can notice an innovate class where them will perform in the different activities 

lead by the teacher. 

 

Teachers need the parents’ help in the learning of their children, we know that they are 

important factors to get an appropriate learning in the students, parents have to know the 

homework, lesson, etc. that teachers send for more practice in the topic taught. So the 

parents can help to control if the students work at home.  

 

13. CONCLUSIONS 

 

We know that there are some problems for an appropriate development of classes, as 

resulted in this investigation one of the problems is that students have a low level of 

English language. Besides they have problems identifying the different parts of speech. It 

influences directly to one wrong spoken form of English. For that teachers should focus on 

teaching different forms of speech like; verbs, nouns, adjectives, adverbs, etc. and also 

teach an appropriate vocabulary that allow to the students use them when they are 

communicating. 
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One of the main problems focused in this research is that  students do not recognize 

verbs, and therefore do not differentiate between transitive and intransitive verbs which it 

causes a wrong way to write or communicate with others. 

 

Teachers need to feel committed to make a better development of classes. Should not 

forget that it is a responsibility of them look for the appropriate development of the class 

using methods and techniques where students participate actively through games, role 

plays, etc. This will influence greatly to improve the student learning. 

 

Teachers should use methods and techniques that allow students to be the main exponent 

in the classes. 

 

Teachers should work more with the spoken language, because   students are afraid to 

speak in the target language, also they do not apply the use correctly of verbs in different 

tenses, and they need to differentiate between transitive and intransitive verbs and which 

are their appropriate uses and grammatical rules. 

 

The students’ parents should be aware of the activities carried by their children from 

school, they have the obligation to fulfill that students at home do their homework, 

research and study the topics learnt in class. 

 

 The educational authorities need to establish a better infrastructure and also invest in 

teaching materials, so the teachers will be motivated and supported by them. 

 

We know that education is innovating every day and teachers  need to be trained for a 

better development of the classes.  
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The final conclusion will be that teachers should indicate to students the appropriate use of 

the transitive and intransitive verbs, because the non-differentiation between these verbs 

affect directly at the moment to express their ideas and the spoken language will not be 

clear. 
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