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ABSTRACT 

 

STRATEGIES USED BY THE TEACHER TO GET THE STUDENT TO RECOGNIZE THE 

PASSIVE VOICE IN THE AFFIRMATIVE AND INTERROGATIVE FORMS. 

Author: LoayzaPaladines Jhon Patricio 

 

 

The present work focuses on the strategies used by the teacher to teach the passive voice. 

The strategies are the resources that the teacher needs to guide the knowledge and they are 

support by activities in the classroom. Strategies will allow describing the structure and the 

use of passive voice and teach to students from third year of high school. The investigation 

method through journals, articles and scientific information is the guide to do this work. I 

hope that this work will be a contribution to improve the teaching of English language, 

specifically in the passive voice. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Nowadays the ability to use a foreign language is very important. English is taught in many 

countries including Ecuador. The inclusion of English as a subject in the academic curriculum 

since the first level of education allows a better formation in our students.  

     “As many ESL and EFL teachers know from experience, teaching the meanings, uses, 

and functions of the passive voice represents one of the thorniest problems in L2 grammar 

instruction, and speakers of many L1s appear to have difficulty with passive constructions”  

(Hinkel, 2002) 

Teachers have noticed that there are a lot of students who have a real problem in using the 

passive voice correctly. Some reasons are such as: 

 Many pupils are not interested in learning English. They sometimes feel discomfortable 

inside the classroom, so the environment in the classroom is not the best. 

 Students cannot distinguish between active and passive sentences. For many students 

are difficult to identify words parts of speech, so they cannot be able to decide where the 

subjects, objects and the verbs are in sentences.  

 Students cannot use the correct form of the verbs or do not use the correct form of the 

verbs (participle), and the auxiliary in passive voice. 

The aim of this investigation is look up the best strategies to teach the passive voice and 

encourage students’ ability to use the passive voice correctly through many activities in the 

classroom. 

The important thing in conducting research is that the result is expected to be significant in 

teaching and learning target language, which, in this case, is the English language. This 

study deals with passive voice in teaching and learning English language. The findings of this 

study are expected to give significant information particularly to those who are interested in 

teaching and learning English especially the passive voice.  
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THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

VOICE 

     “Grammatically speaking, voice refers to whether the subject of a sentence is on the 

performing or the receiving end of the action” (Stilman, 1997) 

The voice of a verb describes the relationship between the action that the verb is expressed 

and the subject or object of the action. When you write sentences, they can be written using 

either an active or passive voice.  

Active Voice 

The active form of a verb to focus on the “doer” or cause of the action. In the active voice 

the subject of the sentence performs the action. The strength of these verbs forces the action 

of the sentence forward. These verbs enable the reader to visualize what the subject is 

doing. The use of active voice is direct, brief and easy to understand.  

Passive Voice 

Use the passive form to focus on the “receiver” of the action, or when the “doer” or cause 

is not known or not important. The passive is approximately 5 times more common in written 

news than in conversation, but people often use the passive to talk about news events.  

USE OF PASSIVE VOICE 

1. The passive voice allows speakers and writers to keep discourse topics in the subject 

position over successive clauses while adding new information in the remainder of the 

clause. Note these two examples. 

I had just finished paying off my new car when it was towed by the police. Then, on the way 

to the towing compound, it was rammed by a truck and demolished. 

The first electronic computer was built in England during World War II. It was called the 

Colossus, and it was used to decipher Adolf Hitler's confidential messages to his generals. 

After the war, it was destroyed so that the world would not learn how the British broke codes. 

Presently, it is being reconstructed at Bletchley Park in England where it can be viewed by 

visitors. 
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2. The passive voice allows speakers and writers not to mention an agent, especially when 

information about the agent is unknown, unimportant, obvious, confidential, or difficult to 

identify. 

My car was stolen. 

A decision has been made. 

Much tobacco is grown in Eastern Europe. 

Both French and English are spoken in Canada. 

3. The Passive voice allows speakers and writers to place emphasis on receivers of an 

action by placing them at the beginning of a sentence. 

Thirteen people were injured by a tornado in Florida. 

I was robbed. 

COMMON MISTAKES IN PASSIVE VOICE 

Translate Passive Sentences from English to Spanish 

     “One of the most common mistakes made by beginning (and some intermediate) Spanish 

students who have English as a first language is to overuse passive verb forms” (Erichen, 

2015) 

  English      Spanish 

Example 1  Karina was arrested   Karina fué arrestada 

Example 2  José was sent a package  José fue enviado un paquete 

 

In the first example the sentence in English could be expressed in Spanish using the passive 

voice, through Word by Word translation. 

Putting second example in a passive form in Spanish does not work. It does not make sense 

in Spanish.  
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English speakers are often tempted to reproduce in Spanish passive structures from English, 

but need to be aware that the passive is used much less often in Spanish than in English, 

especially when the agent is not expressed.   

Difference between transitive and intransitive verbs. 

Transitive Verb 

     “A transitive verb expresses an action that someone or something does to something or 

someone. The verb is used with an object.  A passive form can be used.”  (Sevastopoulos, 

2015) 

The verb is used with an object, for this reason transitive verb can be used in the passive 

voice.  

Intransitive Verb 

     “An intransitive verb expresses an action that happens by itself.  The verb is not used with 

an object (does not take an object); therefore, no passive form can be used” (Sevastopoulos, 

2015) 

An action verb with no direct object is intransitive. The passive voice cannot be used with 

intransitive verbs.  

PASSIVE VOICE IN SPANISH LANGUAGE 

Using 'se' as the equivalent of the English passive voice 

Spanish does have a true passive voice corresponding to the English one: El coche fue 

vendido ("The car was sold") and el zapato fue perdido ("the shoe was lost") are two 

examples, but it isn't used nearly as much as in English. 

Much more common is use of the third-person reflexive verb form, which uses the pronoun 

se. (Don't confuse se with sé, which means "I know" or sometimes "you be" as a command.) 

Rather than saying that something is done to something, Spanish speakers have the object 

doing it to itself. 

Thus, se venden oro y plata, although translated literally would mean "gold and silver sell 

themselves," can be understood to mean "gold and silver are sold" or even "gold and silver 

for sale," neither of which specify who is doing the selling. 
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Keep in mind that the function of such reflexive verb forms is to avoid stating who or what is 

performing the action, or simply to recognize that the performer of the action is not important. 

And there are ways of doing that in English other than using the passive voice. As an 

example, look at the following sentence in Spanish: 

Se dice que neverá. 

Literally, such a sentence would mean "it says itself that it will snow," which does not make a 

lot of sense. Using a passive construction, we might translate this sentence as "it is said that 

it will snow," which is perfectly understandable. But a more natural way of translating this 

sentence, at least in informal usage, would be "they say it will snow." "They" here does not 

refer to specific people.  

SPECIFIC APPROACHES TO TEACH GRAMMAR (PASSIVE VOICE) 

Deductive approach  

It goes from general to specific. (Bilash, 2009) indicates that: 

     “A deductive approach to instruction is a more teacher-centered approach. This means 

that the teacher gives the students a new concept, explains it, and then has the students 

practice using the concept” (Bilash, 2009) 

Inductive approach  

It is a practical and good approach. (Bilash, 2009) indicates that: 

     “Inductive instruction makes use of student “noticing”. Instead of explaining a given 

concept and following this explanation with examples” (Bilash, 2009)  

STRATEGIES TO TEACH PASSIVE VOICE 

1. Preparation: Recalling their prior knowlegment (active voice), and previewing the key 

vocabulary (participle form of the transitive verbs).  

2. Associate: Associate the prior knowlegment with the new, in this case Active Voice with 

Passive Voice. 

3. Presentation: The teacher explains new information (explain the topic that going to be 

studied), organize information for understanding and remembering.  

4. Demonstration: Teaching through examples. It helps to raise student interest and 

reinforce memory retention. 
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5. Collaboration: it allows students to actively participate in the learning process. It 

establishes a personal connection between students and the topic of study. 

6. Practice: The teacher gives some tasks and the students practice new strategy; in 

subsequent strategy practice, the teacher fades reminders to encourage independent 

strategy use by being asked to check their language production, plan to develop an oral or 

written sentences.  

7. Appropriate assessment and feedback: It allows students to demonstrate their mastery 

of the material in different ways, it avoids those assessment methods that encourage 

students to memorize and regurgitate. It recognizes the power of feedback to motivate 

more effort to learn. 

ACTIVITIES TO SUPPORT THE STRATEGY 

Place the passive voice in a real life context - Discussion 

Ask students to brainstorm the types of things that the government does for the population. 

The government repairs streets, cleans monuments, builds schools and hospitals, etc. 

Discuss what things were done in the last year by the local government. Encourage students 

to use the passive voice e.g. 

Streets were repaired.  

A new hospital was opened.  

The park benches were painted.  

Trees were planted.  

Newspaper headlines 

Students can search for passive sentences in newspaper headlines and make a collection. 

Students can also create headlines exaggerating something that has happened to them e.g.  

Student is applauded by fans. (If student received applause for a good speech at school)  

Carry out an action! 

Stand in front of your class. Drop a pen on the floor. Ask your students to tell you what has 

just happened and ask them to begin the sentence with your name. Someone should be able 

to say: “The teacher dropped a pen on the floor.” Write this sentence on the board. Ask 
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students to identify the subject and the verb in this sentence; they should say the subject is 

“The teacher” and that the verb is “dropped”. 

Repeat the action - Introduce the passive voice. 

Drop your pen on the floor one more time. Tell your students that you will tell them what has 

just happened, but this time your sentence will begin with, “The pen…” Go to the board and 

write, “The pen was dropped on the floor.” Ask your students to identify the subject; they 

should say it is the “pen”. Ask them to identify the verb; they should say it is “was dropped”. 

Compare the two sentences 

Point to the first sentence and ask if the subject is doing the action. They should say it is. 

Make sure they understand that subject is active, the one responsible for carrying out the 

action. 

Point to the second sentence and ask if the subject is doing the action. They should it isn’t. 

Make sure they understand that the subject is passive, the one who is being acted upon. 

Compare what happens to the verbs. Ask students what tense they see in the first example. 

They should recognize the past simple. Show students what happens in the second 

sentence: the auxiliary verb “to be” is used in the past tense (“was”) with the past participle, 

in this case “dropped”. 

Passive Descriptions 

In this enjoyable card game, students describe objects using the present passive. In small 

groups, students take it in turns to pick up a picture card and describe the object on the card 

to the other students using the present passive. For example, if a student picked up a picture 

of a dictionary, the student might say: It's made from paper. It is used in the classroom. It's 

bought by students, etc. The first student to guess the object wins the card. The winner is the 

student with the most cards at the end of the activity.  
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RESULTS 

Teaching passive voice to students of third year of high school is very important, because 

they are able to write essays and the use of passive voice is especially for academic writing. 

In the teaching of a second language as English, the grammar is important subject learn it 

teach it is good to apply teaching strategies to keep focus students in the lesson. 

The use of strategies produces a better understanding in the teaching – learning process. 

Strategies allow teachers to make decisions about what topics to include and which to leave 

out, which methods or approaches to use, materials to employ, and how to get feedback. 

Passive voice is considered one of the thorniest problems in teaching English as a second 

language. Teachers should avoid some mistakes that the students do: 

 Students translate passive sentences from English to Spanish; it does not have sense in 

Spanish because the passive form is more common in English than Spanish. Teachers 

should guide to avoid word by word translation in the classroom, especially with some 

special passive constructions. 

 Students use all verbs in participle form to write passive sentences. Teacher should focus 

students that only participle form of transitive verb can be used to write passive 

sentences. 

 When students have problems to understand the structure of passive sentences. Teacher 

should use the deductive approach to explain the grammar. It goes from general to 

specific. 

 When students have problems of an active participation in the classroom. Teacher should 

use an inductive method, create a situation and give examples where students can induce 

and discover the general rule. It goes from specific to general. 

The use of activities to support the strategy encourages and motivates students to practice 

the passive voice. The most recommendable is use activities that have relation with the real 

life. Activities are the resources to make an interesting lesson and put in practice what was 

taught by the teacher. They also allow including all students and keep them focus in the 

lesson. The most common activities are: 

 Make some sentences where some students be mentioned. In this way, their interest 

would be aroused and it would help them pay more attention to what they were learning, 

and also help them to consolidate the new knowledge. 

 Basically tasks where students can recognize the structure and produce their own 

knowledge. 



16 
 

 Use visuals such as, write key words or pictures, and high-interest material while 

presenting the lesson. It increases the motivation and promotes active participation in their 

students. The participation is a main element in the learning of students.  
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CONCLUSIONS 

 In conclusion, the use of strategies to teach passive voice is a very useful tool for teachers 

to help students understand, retain and remember new learning information. It allows 

introducing the lesson in a clearer way, more predictable and more creative. 

 To teach grammar (passive voice) is recommendable use inductive approach. The 

inductive approach is generally accepted to be more efficient in the long run than the 

deductive approach. Inductive activities are generally more stimulating and require greater 

student participation. Since students are more actively involved in acquiring knowledge 

(rather than just passively sitting and receiving information) in the end they end up 

learning with deeper understanding. 

 The passive voice in Spanish use a reflexive noun “se”. the use of “se” is to identify that 

Spanish does have a true passive voice corresponding to the English one, but its use 

cannot be translate literally. 

 The passive voice is more common in English than Spanish and its use focus in writing’s 

skill, specifically for academic writing.  
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