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ABSTRACT 

 

     The main objective of this project was to determine the effectiveness of strategies 

based on a wiki for the development of the written skill of past simple of students of 

English. To obtain the required information, a test was applied in two different 

groups: The experimental group which performed written activities through the wiki, 

and the control one which had no contact with this variable. The obtained results 

showed that, in the experimental group, the use of the wiki increased the participation 

of the students in written activities and, due to the practice learners had during the 

whole semester; their syntax and spelling improved as well.  
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SUMMARY 

     This research develops an innovative proposal for the teaching of English in the 

area of high school, specifically in the cv operating, That is to say, the curriculum that 

is carried out between the teachers and their students in the classroom. This 

proposal seeks to achieve the scope of the objectives that have been entrusted to 

educational institutions, to which they have been given the power to form, train, 

evaluate and prepare secondary-school teachers, so that the students learn the 

English language and subsequently, achieve communicate through this.The proposal 

considers necessary tools in the teaching of the English language, among them with 

the assessment tool and the indicators to determine the level of the student body, as 

well as planning strategies to be used in the various skills of this language.These 

instruments are presented as meaningful curricular contributions for a future 

implementation of the proposal by the teaching of English language teaching.It is 

relevant to indicate that the instruments set out four of the English language skills: 

listening, reading, speaking and writing; as put forward in the program of study of the 

Teaching of English.This descriptive study was to suggest the incorporation of 

strategies based on a wiki for the development of the dexterity written of the high 

school students in the time past simple. The analysis of the results obtained in 

related research, showed that the use of the wiki in the experimental group increased 

the participation of the students in written activities and, due to the practice learners 

had during the whole semester; their syntax and spelling improved as well. Similarly, 

through the use of strategies based on a wiki promotes constructivist theory, where 

the students must use their prior knowledge and adapt them to specific scenarios 

given by the teacher. 
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INTRODUCTION 

     At present, in the majority of the fields of work, there is a growing demand for 

professionals with a high proficiency in the English language, which implies a greater 

commitment on the part of the educational institutions and their actors, to train 

citizens competitive in this area. 

     It is important to emphasize that education in general is a complex task in every 

sense; even more the teach a language, as it should teach people to communicate in 

an efficient and effective manner, due to which the communication is essential to 

achieving interpersonal relations, as well as being able to access all kinds of 

knowledge and produce new knowledge. Therefore, if it is challenging teach a 

mother tongue, much greater is the challenge of teaching a foreign language. 

     The teaching of a maternal language has several drawbacks, so that it is 

sometimes rejected by either the student or by the parents and the mother of the 

family; on other occasions it does not have the materials for teaching and learning of 

this new language, it is for this reason that his learning account with a number of 

situations to the time to learn. Generally in the educational institutions of our country, 

especially in the area of high school there is a high rate of students with a poor use of 

the verbal tenses as the simple past in both its forms affirmative and interrogatives. 

      However, to be writing more strict that the oral tradition, students tend to express 

fear of written activities, since the idea that they want to express in a certain context 

could be Interpreted. This happens mostly in the process of learning a foreign 

language, in this case English, where the level of writing students tends to be low 

due to the insufficient practice of this skill. For this reason, The teacher must seek 

ways of assisting the student to express themselves and express their ideas in a 

clear and accurate manner, by providing the tools necessary to perform compositions 

without having fear of being wrong. 

     Coupled with this, the teacher should encourage the student to participate in 

activities that promote production written within and outside the classroom, making 

use of various innovative strategies that allow you to practice constantly and 

consolidating the knowledge taught in class.  
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Also, the field of education does not escape this situation, because ICT has been 

included in the learning process with the purpose to keep teachers updated and at 

the same time to provide resources to enable these create innovative strategies to 

encourage the active participation of the students in activities assigned. According to 

the Ministry of Education of Ecuador in article 16, paragraph 2, provides that all 

persons, individually or collectively, have the right to universal access to information 

and communication technologies, for example; it has as state policy the inclusion of 

ICT in the institutions at all levels, In this regard, the Constitution of the Republic of 

Ecuador in its Ministerial Agreement 224-11, article 347, paragraph 8 notes that "it is 

the responsibility of the State incorporate information and communication 

technologies in the educational process and foster the link of the teaching with the 

productive activities or social". 

     As you can show, today, ICTS play an important role in the educational process, 

since these provide technological tools that provide benefits both the student, 

because they promote the constant communication with the profesor, Clarify doubts 

and reinforce the content also studied, as well as provide flexibility for the resolution 

of activities; such as the teacher, since they offer different means to create strategies 

to help students reinforce the content addressed. 

     An example of this is the wiki, which according to Failure (2006) is a web tool that 

allows you to create documents individually or collaborative that can be corrected by 

the members in order to unify criteria. Also, the same author states that a wiki: 

     Allows multiple users to create web pages on the same subject, in this way, each 

user contributes a little bit of their knowledge to the web page to be more complete, 

thereby creating a community of users that share content about the same topic or 

category. 

     The wiki can be very productive in the teaching of a foreign language, as it can be 

used by teachers with the purpose to promote the consistent practice of the four 

linguistic skills within and outside the classroom, being scripture, according to 

Marseilles (1998), the more complex by the amount of knowledge and operations 

that behaves. 

     Given this situation, we can say that in the teaching of English as a foreign 

language (ILE) teachers can make use of certain technological resources at the time 
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of delivery classes, in order to create innovative strategies to enable students to learn 

this language in a pleasant way, Fun and effective. However, the reality is otherwise, 

due to the fact that many of the teachers of English as a foreign language do not use 

ICT for teaching the target language. In this regard, Hernandez and Prato (2002) 

claim that the majority of teachers of English education English teachers do not use 

ICTS, Specifically the Internet, despite the fact that present a favorable attitude and 

that they have the knowledge to their optimum utilization. This is reflected in our 

country where the majority of teachers in the area of English High School 

Consolidated General, do not use the Internet and the benefits it offers as the chat, 

Forum, e-mail, wikis, etc. , as resources to develop their teaching strategies and thus 

to promote the development of the four (4) macro skills (listening, speaking, reading 

and writing), but rather use traditional remedies such as radio, guides of exercises 

etc. , With the result that the students do not practice the target language. In this 

regard, Hernandez and Manaure (2005) claim that the use of traditional resources 

are also discouraged students to participate within and outside the classroom. 

     In light of the foregoing, it is assumed that the problem with the students of 

English at First B. G. U. insufficient regard to the domain of the tenses in the past 

simple and the lack of practice of the skill written, This affecting your academic 

performance at the time to create compositions in this language; a fact that could be 

solved through the use of ICT, specifically, the wiki as support for the creation of 

teaching strategies that allow the practice of the skill and teaching interaction - 

student. That is why the present investigation sought to give the teaching of 

Secondary novel and effective teaching strategies through a wiki for the development 

of the printed material produced by the students of English at first of B. G. U. in the 

simple past time in both its forms affirmative and interrogatives. 
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DEVELOPMENT 

REVIEW COMPLEXIVO PRACTICAL DIMENSION 

Practical reagent to resolve 

STRATEGIES THAT SHOULD APPLY THE TEACHER FOR THE STUDENT TO 

DOMINATE THE PAST SIMPLE IN THEIR FORMS AFFIRMATIVE AND 

INTERROGATIVE 

BACKGROUND TO THE OBJECT OF STUDY 

     The benefits of information and communication technologies for teaching English 

have been exalted in different studies, among which are the following: 

     Chirinos (2004) developed a research whose purpose was to determine the 

effectiveness of the workshop "The use of the chat; a strategic tool for the teaching of 

English as a Foreign Language" in the teachers of English of the Education Program 

of the English mention UNEFM. A study was conducted in quasi-where we applied 

two questionnaires of two parties each (pretest and post-test) to 10 teachers. This 

work resulted in conclusion that the workshop positively increase the level of 

knowledge of teachers in the experimental group, while the control group remained 

under the same conditions of disinformation. Also, it was found that teachers do not 

use the chat window as a strategic tool within and outside the classroom, they 

recognize, however, that this is a didactic resource favorable and innovative to 

consolidate the procurement process and learning of English as a foreign language 

(ILE). 

     Also, Hernandez and Prato (2002) developed a work whose overall objective was 

to determine the level of knowledge, use and opinion with regard to the Web pages, 

which possess the teachers of English of the average level of education- diversified. 

The design was not experimental, descriptive. A survey was done of closed 

questions to 31 teachers of English as a Foreign Language (ILE) the level 

mentioned. This study showed that the majority of teachers do not assign specific 

tasks to the students where involve the use of the web, that is to say, do not use the 

Internet as an educational resource to help the professional improvement of the 

teaching in spite of that have a positive attitude and that they have the knowledge to 

their optimal use. 
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     Finally, Hernandez and Manaure (2008) conducted a quasi-experimental study 

with the objective to determine the effectiveness of the audiovisual videocasting as a 

resource in the production of oral discourse in English as a foreign language. The 

research was attended with a sample of 15 students from English V of the career of 

English education with a mention of the Dialogic learning modality Interactive (ADI) of 

the UNEFM, to which you were applied the techniques of observation and survey, 

The latter through a scale of estimate as part of a pre-test and post-test, this being 

applied after the treatment with videocasting. Among the conclusions it is checking 

the effectiveness of the videocasting audiovisual as a resource to increase the quality 

of the production of oral discourse planned in englishThese previous studies provide 

the basis for the present investigation, to highlight the importance of the teaching 

resources based on ICT for development of communicative skills in English as a 

foreign language. 

Teaching Strategies 

The teacher is the main responsible for providing the means to allow students 

consolidate their knowledge in a clear and simple way; For this reason, this must 

possess a profound knowledge and understanding of the disciplines that teaches and 

the pedagogical skills and tools to facilitate the mediation between the contents, 

students and the learning context. 

In this same order of ideas, Felix (2007) mentions that the pedagogical tools used by 

the teacher significantly affect in the product obtained by the students; Hence the 

importance of the implementation and evaluation of appropriate instruments taking 

into account the content to develop and the audience to which they are directed. 

One of the pedagogical tools most used by the teachers are all teaching strategies, 

defined by Díaz-belly and Hernandez (2003) as the arrangements and procedures 

that the agents of education used in a flexible manner and strategic to promote the 

greater quantity and quality of meaningful learning in the students, in order to 

optimize the learning process. It is important to emphasize that these educational 

tools offer a wide variety of advantages because that would allow the teacher exploit 

their creativity in order to create and adapt them to the content and the audience in 

question. 
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However, with the aim of enhancing the effectiveness of the same, the teacher must 

avoid improvisation in regard to the creation and selection of strategies to apply to 

the development of their classes; This can be achieved by taking into account certain 

important aspects proposed by Díaz-belly and Hernandez (2003).  These aspects 

are: 

1.- Consider the general characteristics of the apprentices (level of cognitive 

development, prior knowledge, motivational factors, etc. ) 

2.- To be very clear on what is the learning objective and the curricular content that 

you want to address. 

3.- Be clear about the goal to which you want to reach and the cognitive and 

educational activities that the student must use to achieve it. 

4.- Constantly monitor the process of teaching (teaching strategies), as well as the 

progress of learning for the students. 

5.- To determine the knowledge already taught and created by students up to that 

time. 

ICT is proposed 

For the purposes of this research, a series of teaching strategies based on the book 

Skyline (Brewster, Davies & Rogers, 2006) to be used through a wiki, with the aim of 

consolidating specific contents. These strategies could be developed for group or 

individual. 

The same is presented below: 

1) What I did last summer: Students must perform a narration expressing in written 

form what happened in your latest holiday snaps. 

• Type of participation: individual. 

• Time verbal suggested: past simple. 

2) Talking about the picture: In this opportunity, the trainee will be required to 

create a composition taking into account the elements present in anpicture previously 

provided. They may create a history in particular, describe the situation observed, the 

characters, among others. 
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• Type of participation: individual/group. 

• Time verbal suggested: Past simple. 

3) The story that never ends: The student must complete a history initiated by the 

teacher; to do so, they must take into account the situation points by the teacher so 

that the same be consistent. 

• Type of participation: group. 

• Time verbal suggested: Past simple. 

Wiki 

     Today, we can say that there are many technology tools that are available for 

teachers and students to be used in pro of the educational act. These have been 

incorporated into the education because they promote collaborative work, and the 

practice of remote content, facilitate interaction teacher-student and their access is 

free of charge and/or low-cost. 

     Specifically, the wiki is one of these technological tools that allow for the creation 

of teaching strategies for the development of the writing of the apprentices. In this 

regard, Acevedo (2006) asserts that the wiki "is a web site that allows you to read, 

edit and create pages that at the end are displayed in HTML format Wikis are used 

as support for collaboration, documentation, collection of information, etc.". Through 

this, students can exchange views and create concepts of specific contents are 

committed to the promotion of cooperative learning. 

     In this order of ideas, Acevedo (2006) establishes that the wiki in addition to 

encourage cooperative learning among students, helps to develop your creativity to 

design and produce the activities consistent with the content being addressed. Also, 

helps the teacher to capture the attention of the students, by constitute a innovative 

resource that increases their motivation to participate in the proposed activities. 

     In relation to what is established by Acevedo (2006) it can be stated, then, that the 

wiki provides various benefits to the learning process, for this reason, Teachers of 

English as a foreign language must take advantage of this tool for achieving a 

meaningful learning, especially in written skill, which can be highly favored by its use. 
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Constructivism 

Pedagogical Model 

     Such significant learning of the dexterity written can be achieved by the 

constructivist theory, which, according to Vigostky cited in Henson (1999) 

     It is the model that maintains that a person, both in the cognitive aspects, social 

and emotional behavior, is not merely a product of the environment or a simple result 

of their internal rules but their own construction that is taking place day by day as a 

result of the interaction of these factors.  

     According to the constructivist position, knowledge is not a copy of the reality, but 

a construction of the human being that is given from the experiences that it has (prior 

knowledge) in relation to the environment that surrounds it. In this regard, Vigostky 

cited in Henson (1999) asserts that the construction that is done every day and in 

almost all contexts of life depends on mainly in two aspects: 

1.- From the initial rendering of the new information and, 

2.- Of the external or internal activity that develops in this respect. 

    It is for this reason that to promote meaningful learning in the student, the teacher 

must create strategies to help apprentices the construction of knowledge by taking 

into account the previous experiences and/or needs of the students with the purpose 

that these would lead to the acquisition of new knowledge which will be applied to 

different situations to the commonly used. 

     The present research promotes the constructivist theory through the use of 

strategies based on a wiki for the practice of daily life situations, where the students 

must use their prior knowledge and adapt them to specific scenarios given by the 

teacher. 

Cooperative Learning 

     Because the wiki is a collaborative tool, is of vital importance to emphasize the 

propositions of Landone (1998), who points out that the cooperative learning is based 

on the collaborative construction of knowledge, Which emphasizes the interpersonal 

relations and in the collective experience as a source of social and cognitive growth 

of the students; it also generates a favorable context for communication to generate 
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personal interaction, which can facilitate the learning of English, by promoting the 

reception and exchange of information and to encourage students to interact in the 

language they are learning. 

     In response to the foregoing, strategies based on a wiki, proposed by the authors, 

merit that the students can relate to and work in a team, helping each other in order 

to build new content; hence, the importance of cooperative learning in the framework 

of this research. 

Written Production 

     In the learning of English as a foreign language, writing is considered as a 

complex skill due to the different characteristics that this presents (Marseilles, 

1998).That is why Harmer (2001) asserts that in order for the student develop this 

skill, a teacher must promote the constant practice of the same taking into account 

factors such as syntax, related to the order of the elements of prayer; the score 

related to the organization of speech and of the different elements that compose it; 

Spelling related with the correct spelling of the words and the coherence associated 

with the logical order of ideas in order to enable the reader to interpret and 

understand the messages issued. 

     Also, Harmer (2001) states that the student at the time of making a written 

composition should take into consideration certain aspects that will help ensure that 

the message is understood by the receiver. These aspects are: 

1. Check the language used (vocabulary and connectors) 

2. Check the score  

3. Check the spelling 

4. Avoid redundancy 

5. Determine the logical order of ideas in accordance with the importance of the 

same. 

     These elements allow you to organize the ideas and help direct the written 

production, which "is conceived as a planned and systematic work that requires time 

and intellectual exercise on the part of the student, and that develops with practice 

and with the knowledge of certain techniques" (Marseilles, 1998:1). This suggests 
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that the written production involves not only take into account the cognitive level of 

the students and their performance at the time of performing an activity, but also put 

into practice the features raised by Harmer (2001) to achieve effective 

communication. 
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RESULTS 

 

Some of the major problems in the field of education, in the area of English, is the 

incorrect wording written tense of the verb in past simple,This happens because 

there is confusion in the transformation of the verb in its base form the last time, i.e. 

do not differentiate between the types of regular and irregular verbs, which makes it 

impossible to apply the rules for each verb corresponding, for example: 

Presente verbo irregular. Pasado verbo irregular. 

Read readed 

 

     For this reason, it is necessary to take into consideration that the irregular verbs in 

their three times handled a different writing and pronunciation; however certain 

special cases keep the same scripture in its three times.In turn, in regular verbs to 

the change in time past, it is usually added to the verbal structural termination (ed), 

with some exceptions in special cases. 

 

      In a study of quasi experimental on the assessment of the effectiveness of 

strategies based on a wiki for the development of the written skill of the Students of 

English education with a mention of the Universidad Nacional Experimental 

"Francisco de Miranda",In one of them was applied a pre-test to diagnose the level of 

development of production written by students in the area of English,And another 

group who were subsequently evaluated with a post-test to determine whether the 

activities carried out through the wiki influence in the process of learning, specifically 

in the production of written in English the students mentioned above.It is important to 

note that in the research the wiki was used by the platform of the Moodle UNEFM. 

 

The analysis of the results has allowed us to determine the following: 

 

First analysis. First was compared the level of written production of the students in 

the pre-test of both groups.In the following charts, you can observe the results of the 

pre-tests applied to both groups. 
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The results reflect that in the two groups there is a initial equivalence in terms of their 

written production, specifically in terms of syntax and spelling. 

Second Analysis: After the implementation of the strategies through the wiki during 

the academic period 2008 to the experimental group, post-test was conducted and 

this second analysis that consisted in measuring the level of written production. 

 

 As can be seen there are significant statistical differences between the 

production levels of the students written before and after the implementation of 

the wiki, because with the help of selected strategies found that the students 

improved the spelling in the tense of the verb and the syntax with respect to 

the compositions written. 

 

 The students showed interest in carrying out activities involved with the new 

information and communication technologies (TIC). 

 

 On the other hand, in the control group did not show any favorable change in 

relation to the evidence pre-test and post-test applied during the investigation. 
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 In the control group was observed motivation by students at the time to 

participate in activities that promote the production written in English, which 

can be attributed to the lack of innovative resources that promote interest in 

them. 
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CONCLUSION 

     The role of the student is not static as simple receiver of knowledge, but that he or 

she is actively involved in their learning, discussing and practicing the English 

language in proposed scenarios by the teacher, but in a more realistic scenario, this 

with the purpose of that later the or the student to take advantage of what they have 

learned and use it in their daily lives. 

     The intent of the proposal is that it will be a point of support for the teachers and 

are in charge of the teaching and learning of the English language secondary school 

in the ecuadorian educational system. It is transcendental highlight that the proposed 

activities are based on four English skills: reading, listening, writing, speaking, as 

posed by the program of study in the Teaching of English diversified. 

     For this reason the teachers must use strategies that will help motivate the 

student to strengthen their skills and discover their potential at the time of producing 

written texts, for which the support tools based on information and communication 

technologies is essential. Specifically for the purposes of this research, it also took 

into account the influence of a wiki specifically in syntax and spelling, which are basic 

aspects of writing. This is due to the High School students are at a basic level in the 

learning of English. 

Accordingly, the present research work enables suggest some aspects, such as: 

• That teachers make use of the wiki in the classroom with the aim of increasing 

and/or encourage the participation of students in activities written, as well as to clarify 

doubts with regard to content. 

• To continue conducting research of this type in order to provide input for the 

teaching of other skills. 

• That teachers are updated in terms of ICTS and the advantages they offer in the 

teaching of a foreign language, with the purpose implement strategies through this 

medium, not only inside but also outside of the classroom in order to promote 

meaningful learning in students. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

This work makes the researchers a great experience; the results suggest some 

aspects, such as: 

 

 That teacher make use of the wiki in the classroom with the purpose of 

increase or promote the participation of students in activities written, as well as 

to clarify doubts with regard to content. 

 

 To continue conducting research of this type in order to provide input for the 

teaching of other skills. 

 

 That teacher be updated in terms of ICTS and the advantages that these offer 

in the teaching of a foreign language, with the purpose implement strategies 

through this medium, not only inside but also outside of the classroom in order 

to promote meaningful learning in students. 
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